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I.      AREA  DEFINITION 


TOWNS 

The  Greenfield  Labor  market  area  (LMA)  is  comprised  of  21  towns  in 
Franklin  County.  The  towns  are  Greenfield,  Ashfield,  Bernardston, 
Buckland,  Charlemont,  Colrain,  Conway,  Deerfield,  Gill,  Hawley, 
Heath,  Leverett,  Leyden,  Montague,  Northfield,  B0we,  Snelburne, 
Shutesbury,  Whately,  Monroe  and  Sunderland. 


B0DNDABIB3 

The  labor  area  is  bounded  by  the  state  of  Vermont  on  the  north;  in 
Massachusetts  it  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  towns  of  Plainfield, 
Cummington,  Goshen,  Williamsburg,  Hatfield,  Hadley,  Amherst  and 
Pel  ham  (all  in  Hampshire  County),  on  the  east  by  the  towns  of  Warwick, 
Erving,  Wendell  and  New  Salem  (all  in  Franklin  County)  and  on  the 
west  by    the  towns  of  Florida  and  Savoy  (in  Berkshire  County). 


TRANSPORTATION 

Route  2  provides  east-west- commercial  over-the-road  access,  while 
Interstate  Route  91  provides  a  north-south  axis. 


GEOGRAPHICAL  FEATURES 

The  area's  most  prominent  feature  is  the  Connecticut  River  which  flows 
from  the  New  Hampshire -Vermont  boundary  and  bisects  the  County.  The 
highest  elevation  is  Mas some t  Mountain  in  Shelbume.    The  area  also 
boasts  a  number  of  picturesque  lakes  and  valleys. 


CETA  AREA 

All  of  the  towns  in  the  Greenfield  LMA  plus  the  towns  of  Erving,  New 
Salem,  Orange,  Warwick,  Wendell  (all  in  Franklin  County)  and  the  towns 
of  Athol,  Petersham,  Phillipston  and  Royalston  (all  in  Worcester  County). 


1- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/planninginformatOOmcca 


II.    ECONOMIC  PROFILE 


CIVILIAN  LABOR  FORCE 

The  1978  annual  average  labor  force  for  the  LMA  was  25,900  or  1.0  per- 
cent of  the  state  total.    The  area's  labor  force  has  grown  by  3.0  per- 
cent, primarily  due  to  women  entering  and  reentering  the  work  force 
attracted  by  better  employment  opportunities  and  the  need  to  supplement 
family  income  which  has  been  eroded  by  inflation. 


NONFARM  WAGE  AND  SALARY  EMPLOYMENT 

The  LMA '3  annual  average  nonfarm  wage  and  salary  employment  was  14,000 
or  .68  percent  of  the  state  total  while  in  comparison  197^  employment 
was  12,900  or  .65  percent  of  the  state  total. 


RATIO  OF  MANUFACTURING  TO  NONFARM  EMPLOYMENT 

The  LMA's  annual  average  manufacturing  employment  in  1978  was  4,300  or 
30.6  percent  of  all  nonfarm  wage  and  salary  employment  compared  with 
647,300  or  25.9  percent  for  the  state.    In  1974  the  manufacturing  sector 
made  up  approximately,  35  percent  of  nonfarm  employment.    The  decline  in 
the  proportion  of  manufacturing  jobs  in  the  LMA  is  not  unusual,  as  man- 
ufacturing employment  has  fallen  off  in  both  the  state  and  nation.  The 
decline  has  been  more  than  offset  by  gains  in  the  nonmanufacturing  sector 


MOST  IMPORTANT  INDUSTRIES  IN  TERMS  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

In  the  nonmanufacturing  sector  the  largest  industry  divisions  are  retail 
trade  and  services,  while  manufacturing  is  dominated  by  the  nonelectrical 
industry. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 

The  LMA's  1978  annual  average  was  5.6  percent,  compared  with  6.1  percent 
for  the  state  and  6.0  percent  for  the  nation.    Over  the  past  5  years  the 
LMA's  unemployment  rate  has  been  consistently  and  substantially  less  than 
the  state  rate. 
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NUMBER  OF  ESTABLISHMENTS 


Since  197^  the  number  of  establishments  (includes  all  firms  in  both 
the  manufacturing  and  nonmanufacturing  sectors)  statevide  increased 
by  8.1  percent.    In  comparison  the  LMA  figures  show  an  increase  of 
11.5  percent.    The  greatest  growth  in  absolute  terms  was  in  the  towns 
of  Greenfield,  Deerfield    and  Montague,  six  towns  showed  a  slight  loss 
in  their  total  number  of  establishments. 


WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  ESTABLISHMENTS 

In  the  LMA  during  197^  there  were  358  wholesale  and  retail  establish- 
ments.   That  number  increased  to  385  in  1978  (up  7.0  percent).  State- 
wide there  were  40,^+70  wholesale  and  retail  firms  in  1971*  that  figure 
expanded  to  k3,2k6  in  1978  a  gain  of  6.k  percent. 


RESIDENTIAL  BUILDING  PERMITS 

During  1975  there  were  185  building  permits  issued  in  the  LMA  with  a 
value  of  ^,2^,262, in  that  year  Deerfield  led  all  towns  with  18  permits 
issued.    Comparison  1978  figures  show  155  building  permits  issued  with 
a  value  of  $5,157,192,  again  Deerfield  was  highest  with  22  permits  issued. 


PER  CAPITA  INCOME 

For  the  period  between  1969  and  1975  the  per  capita  income  for  the  state 
increased  k3»7  percent.    The  gain  for  the  LMA  was  slightly  less  at  ^3.7  per- 
cent, the  town  of  Whately  had  the  highest  increase  at  55.2  percent  while 
Charlemont  was  the  lowest  at  27.7  percent. 


POPULATION 

The  population  for  the  state  rose  1.8  percent  between  April,  1970  and 
July,  1976  while  population  in  the  LMA  increased  6.6  percent.    The  largest 
percentage  gain  was  in  the  town  of  Shutesbury  which  jumped  by  78. 1  percent; 
on  the  other  hand  population  in  Monroe  fell  by  8.3  percent. 
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Table  1 


Greenfield  Labor  Market  Area 
Population 
1970/1976 


TOWN 

Population 
April  1   July  1 
1970  1976 

Change 
Number  Percent 
1970  1976 

Greenfield 

18,116 

18,931 

815 

Ashfield 

1,27* 

1,1+02 

128 

10.0 

Bernardston 

1.659 

1,809 

150 

9.0 

Buck!  And 

1,892 

1,893 

1 

0.1 

Charlemont 

897 

1,166 

269 

30.0 

Colrain 

1,1+20 

1,523 

103 

7.3 

Conway 

998 

1,195 

197 

19.7 

Deerfield 

3,850 

l+,268 

1+18 

10.9 

Gill 

1,100 

1,275 

175 

15.9  • 

Havley 

22k 

271 

1+7 

21.0 

Heath 

383 

UZk 

1+1 

10.7 

Leverett 

1,005 

1,326 

321 

31.9 

Leyden 

376 

1+57 

81 

21.5 

Montague 

8,1+51 

8,27*+ 

-177 

-2.1 

Northfield 

2,631 

2,1+68 

-163 

-6.2 

277 

318 

1+1 

11+.8 

Shelburne 

1,836 

1,938 

103 

5.6 

Shutesbury 

I+89 

871 

382 

78.1 

Sunderland 

2,236 

2,857 

621 

27.8 

Whately 

1,1*5 

1,161 

16 

1.1+ 

Monroe 

216 

198 

-18 

-8.3 

SOURCE:    U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 


TABLE  2 


Greenfield  Labor  Market 
Estimated  Per  Capita  Income 
1969/1975 


TOWN 

I969 

1975 

Percent 
Change 

Greenfield 

$3,278 

$4,710 

43.7 

Ashfield 

2,958 

1                i       tf»  1 

4,434 

49.9 

Bernards ton 

2,759 

4,039 

46.4 

Buckland 

2,826 

3,794 

34.3 

Charlemont 

3,510 

4,48l 

27.7 

Colrain 

2,459 

3,743 

52.2 

Convay 

3,258 

5,03* 

54.3 

Deerfield 

3,147 

4,694 

49.2 

Gill 

2,988 

4,280 

43.2 

Havley 

2,41a 

3,462 

43.2 

Heath 

2,395 

3,159 

31.9 

Leverett 

3,388 

4,716 

39.2 

Leyden 

2,474 

3,712 

50.0 

Montague 

2,922 

4,194 

43.5 

Northfield 

3,303 

4,475 

35.5 

Rove 

2,915 

4,067 

39-5 

Shelburae 

3,056 

4,463 

46.0 

Shutesbury 

3,070 

4,422 

44.0 

Sunderland 

3,036 

4,421 

45.6 

Whately 

3,190 

4,950 

55.2 

Monroe 

3,070 

4,404 

43.5 

SOURCE:    U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 
Bureau  of  the  Census 
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TABLE  3 

Greenfield  Labor  Market  Area 
Population  Projections 
1980/1990 


TOWN 

1980 

1990 

Change 
1980-1990 

Percent 
Change 

Greenfield 

18,^35 

19,180 

7^5 

3.9 

Ashfield 

1,630 

190 

11.7 

Bernards ton 

1,912 

2,329 

1+17 

17.9 

Buckland 

2,030 

2,230 

200 

9.0 

Char lemon t 

910 

955 

*5 

h.7 

Colrain 

1,357 

1,360 

3 

.22 

Conway 

1,055 

1,137 

82 

7.2 

Deerfield 

*,125 

^,510 

385 

8.5 

Gill 

-1,192 

1,325 

133 

10.0 

Hawley 

215 

225 

10 

k.k 

Heath 

385 

kos 

23 

Leverett 

1,1^5 

1,399 

25k 

18.2 

Leyden 

k02 

U65 

63 

13.5 

Montague 

8,700 

9,^85 

785 

8.3 

Northfield 

2,810 

3,205 

395 

12.3 

Rove 

302 

350 

kS 

13.7 

Shelburne 

1,923 

2,01+5 

122 

6.0 

Sbutesbury 

612 

817 

205 

25.1 

Sunderland 

2,910 

3,305 

395 

12.0 

Whately 

1,215 

l,3lk 

99 

7.5 

Monroe 

215 

238 

23 

9.7 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Office  of  State  Planning 
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TABLE  4 

Annual  Average  Labor  Force  Statistics  for 
Greenfield  LMA,  Massachusetts  and  United  States 

1974-1978 


ureenri  e  j.  a 

Mass* 

uni gsg 

LABOR  FORCE  DATA 

LMA. 

States 

1974 

24,370 

2,448 

Employment 

Unemployment 

1,537 

190 

Labor  Force 

25,907 

2,638 

Rate  of  Unemployment 

5.9 

7.2 

5.0 

Employment 

24,918 

2,421 

Unempl oyaent 

c.t  OOO 

Labor  Force 

27,584 

2,724 

rta&e  or  unempxoymenb 

10.0 

o.p 

1970 

Employment 

25,658 

2,491 

Unemployment 

2,5*^0 

2o2 

Labor  Force 

28,198 

2,753 

Rate  of  Unemployment 

9.0 

9.5 

7.7 

1977 

Employment 

Unemployment 

2,132 

225 

Labor  Force 

27,592 

2,777 

Rate  of  Unemployment 

7.7 

8.1 

7.0 

1978 

Employment 

25,176 

2,663 

Unemployment 

1,491 

173 

Labor  Force 

26,667 

2,836 

Rate  of  Unemployment 

5.6 

6.1 

6.0 

♦In  Thousands 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  5 

Employment  of  Towns  in  the  Greenfield  LMA 
1974-1978 


TOWN 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

Greenfield 

8,787 

8,985 

9,252 

9,556 

9,078 

Ashfield 

K90 

501 

515 

532 

506 

Bernards ton 

768 

785 

809 

835 

794 

Buck! and 

898 

918 

945 

976 

927 

Charlemont 

356 

364 

374 

387 

367 

Colrain 

621 

635 

654 

676 

642 

Conway 

1+86 

497 

512 

529 

502 

Deerfield 

1,931 

1,975 

2,033 

2,100 

1,995 

Gill 

552 

565 

582 

601 

571 

Hawley 

69 

70 

72 

75 

71 

Heath 

165 

168 

173 

179 

170 

Leverett 

k9k 

506 

521 

538 

5H 

Leyden 

175 

179 

185 

191 

181 

Montague 

4,138 

4,231 

4,356 

4,500 

4,274 

Northfield 

1,333 

1,363 

1,403 

1,449 

1,377 

Bowe 

111 

114 

117 

121 

115 

Shelburne 

872 

892 

919 

949 

901 

Shutesbury 

270 

276 

285 

294 

279 

Sunderland 

1,175 

1,201 

1,237 

1,278 

1,274 

Whately 

626 

640 

659 

681 

657 

Monroe 

52 

53 

55 

57 

61 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  6 


Unemployment  of  Towns  in  the  Greenfield  LMA 


TOWN 

1** 

197? 

1976 

1977 

1978 

Greenfield 

695 

1,205 

954 

671+ 

Ashfield 

43 

75 

*  ✓ 

72 

59 

1+2 

Bernardston 

13 

22 

21 

17 

12 

Buckland 

34 

59 

57 

47 

33 

Charlenont 

13 

22 

21 

17 

12 

Colrain 

31 

53 

51 

1+2 

30 

Conway 

27 

47 

45 

37 

26 

Deerfield 

94 

163 

155 

129 

91 

Gill 

27 

kj 

45 

37 

26 

Hawley 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heath 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Leverett 

1+1 

72 

69 

57 

1+0 

Leyden 

20 

34 

33 

27 

19 

Montague 

382 

663 

632 

525 

371 

Northfield 

13 

22 

21 

17 

12 

Rowe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Shelburne 

25 

M+ 

1+2 

35 

21+ 

Shutesbury 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sunderland 

61 

106 

101 

81+ 

60 

Whately 

11 

19 

18 

15 

10 

Monroe 

7 

13 

12 

10 

SOURCS:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  7 


Labor  Force  of  Tovns  in  the  Greenfield  LMA 
197U-1978 


TOWN 

197* 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

Greenfield 

9,*82 

10,190 

10,*00 

10,510 

9,752 

Ashfield 

533 

576 

587 

591 

5*8 

Bemardston 

781 

807 

830 

852 

806 

BucRland 

932 

977 

1,002 

1,023 

960 

Charlemont 

369 

386 

395 

*o* 

379 

Colrain 

652 

688 

705 

718 

672 

Conway 

513 

5*4 

557 

566 

528 

Deerfield 

2,025 

2,138 

2,188 

2,229 

2,086 

Gill 

579 

612 

627 

638 

597 

Havley 

69 

70 

72 

75 

71 

Heath 

165 

168 

•  173 

179 

170 

Leverett 

535 

578 

590 

595 

557 

Leyden 

195 

213 

218 

218 

200 

Montague 

*,520 

*,89* 

i+,988 

5,025 

*,6*5 

Northfield 

1,3*6 

1,385 

1,^2* 

1,*66 

1,389 

Rove 

111 

21k 

117 

121 

115 

Shelburae 

897 

936 

961 

98* 

925 

Shutesbury 

270 

276 

285 

29* 

279 

Sunderland 

1,236 

1,307 

1,338 

1,362 

1,27* 

Whately 

637 

659 

677 

696 

657 

Monroe 

59 

66 

67 

67 

61 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  8 

Unemployment  Rates  of  Towns  in  the  Greenfield  LMA 
 1974-1978  , 


TOWN 

197*+ 

1975 

1976 

1977 

'I978 

Greenfield 

7.3 

11.8 

11.1 

9.1 

6.9 

Ashfield 

8.1 

13.0 

12.3 

10.0 

7.7 

Bemardston 

1.7 

2.7 

2.5 

2.0 

1.5 

Back land 

3.6 

6.0 

5.7 

4.6 

3.4 

Charlemont 

3.5 

5.7 

5.3 

4.2 

3.2 

Colrain 

4.8 

7.7 

7.2 

5.9 

4.5 

Conway 

5.3 

8.6 

8.1 

6.5 

4.9 

Deerfield 

k.6 

7.6 

7.1 

5.8 

4.4 

Gill 

4.7 

7.7 

7.2 

5.8 

4.4 

Hawley 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Heath 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Leverett 

7.7 

12.5 

11.7 

9.6 

7.3 

Leyden 

10.3 

16.0 

15.1 

12.  4 

9.5 

Montague 

8.5 

13.5 

12.7 

10.  4 

8.0 

Northfield 

1.0 

1.6 

1.5 

1.7 

8.6 

Howe 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Shelhurne 

2.8 

k.7 

4.4 

3.6 

2.6 

Shutesbury 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Sunderland 

k.9 

8.1 

7.5 

6.2 

4.7 

Whately 

1.7 

2.9 

2.7 

2.2 

1.5 

Monroe 

LL.9 

19.7 

17.9 

1U.9 

11.5 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  10 

Selected  Occupations  of  the  Insured  Unemployed 
Greenfield  Labor  Market  Area 
December  1978 


All  Ages 

I 

Under 

Over 

OCCUPATION 

Number 

Percent 

i  45  years 

U5  Tears 

TOTAL 

429 

100.0 

325 

103 

Professional , Technical,  Managerial 

118 

27.5 

99 

19 

Life  Science 

lb 

3.3 

12 

2 

Medicine  and  Health 

9 

2.1 

2 

7 

Education 

23 

5.4 

21 

2 

Museum , Library 

7 

1.6 

5 

2 

Art 

7 

l.o 

7 

Administrative  Specialties 

21 

4.9 

19 

2 

Managers 

1* 

3.3 

U 

2 

Professional,  Technical 

16 

3.7 

lb 

Clerical, Sales 

Steno,  Typing,  Piling 

91 

21.2 

54 

37 

2o 

6.1 

19 

7 

Computing  and  Accounting 

2o 

O.l 

16 

9 

Material  and  Production  Sec. 

5 

1.2 

5 

Info*  and  Message  Dist. 

19 

4.4 

7 

12 

Mi3c.  Clerical 

5 

1.2 

5 

Sales  Commodities 

5 

1.2 

2 

2 

Merchandising 

7 

1.6 

5 

2 

Services 

33 

7.7 

29 

5 

Food  and  Beverages 

19 

4.4 

15 

5 

Misc.  Personal  Services 

5 

1.2 

5 

Building  and  Related 

5 

1.2 

5 

- 

Farming,  Pishing 

19 

4.4 

14 

5 

Processing 

l^ 

3.3 

14 

Ore.  Refining  and  Foundry 

5 

1.2 

5 

Machine  Trades 

Mi 
44 

10*3 

32 

12 

Metal  Machining 

25 

5.0 

ID 

9 

Mechanics,  Repair 

JUS 

2.0 

12 

~ 

Textiles 

5 

1.2 

5 

Bench  Work 

12 

2.8 

12 

- 

Fabrication  Repair 

5 

1.2 

5 

Structural  Work 

TO 

79 

.10.  •* 

OVJ 

TO 

Metal  Fabrication 

5 

1.2 

2 

2 

Painting , Plastering 

12 

2.8 

12 

Construction  Oce. 

44 

10.3 

35 

9 

Structural  Work  Occ. 

16 

3.7 

9 

7 

Miscellaneous 

20 

4.7 

12 

8 

Motor  Freight 

9 

2.1 

7 

2 

ParkftdinR  Materials 

5 

1.2 

2 

2 

SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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TABLE  16 


Nonagri cultural  Employment  Greenfield  LMA  1/ 
Annual  Average  1974-1978 


INDUSTRY 

197U 

1975 

1976 

* 

1977 

1978  2/ 

Total  Nonagri  cultural  Emp. 

12,928 

12,617 

12,858 

12,794 

13,989 

Manufacturing 

k,k06 

4,331 

4,300 

4,277 

4,285 

Durable  Goods 

2,703 

2,601 

2,502 

2,422 

2,489 

Lumber  and  Wood  Products 

53 

63 

71 

81 

92 

Furniture 

26 

21 

18 

12 

- 

Primary  Metals 

13 

71 

79 

92 

94 

Fabricated  Metals 

1,104 

1,100* 

423 

289 

302 

Nonelectrical  Machinery 

1,311 

1,198 

1,741* 

1,755 

1,813 

Electrical  and  Electronic  Equip. 

196 

148 

170 

193 

188 

Nondurable  Goods 

1,703 

1,730 

1,798 

1,855 

1,796 

Food 

196 

194 

212 

223 

203 

Textiles 

488 

438 

460 

443 

378 

Paper 

475 

424 

457 

410 

378 

Printing  and  Publishing 

179 

182 

173 

235 

242 

Rubber  and  Plastics 

115 

201 

208 

255 

307 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing 

250 

291 

288 

289 

288 

Nonmanufac  faring 

8,522 

8,286 

8,559 

8,517 

9,704 

Fanning  and  Agricultural  Service3 

99 

71 

79 

DO 

154 

Mining 

17 

13 

13 

11 

14 

Construction 

684 

489 

497 

473 

568 

Transportation  and  Public  Utilities  831 

750 

761 

750 

848 

Wholesale  Trade 

373 

448 

474 

509 

479 

Retail  Trade 

3,101 

3,007 

3,077 

3,212 

3,329 

Finance,  Ins .y  Real  Estate 

483 

482 

477 

500 

509 

Services 

2,93^ 

3?026 

3,180 

2,996 

3,803 

1/ SOURCE:    Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security  (excludes 

Government  employment) 
2/  Estimate  based  on  incomplete  yearly  data 

*  Industrial  classification  change  between  primary  metals  and 

nonelectrical  machinery 
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